The God Who Seeks the Lost
Scripture for Meditation: Luke 15:1-6
Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear
him. And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man
receives sinners and eats with them.” So he told them this
parable: “What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost one of
them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open country, and go after the
one that is lost, until he finds it? And when he has found it, he lays it on
his shoulders, rejoicing. And when he comes home, he calls together his
friends and his neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have
found my sheep that was lost.’”
English Standard Version. © 2001 by Crossway Bibles. Used by permission.

Call to Worship Hymn: Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
Come, Thou Fount of ev’ry blessing, tune my heart to sing Thy grace;
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise.
Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above;
Praise the mount—I’m fixed upon it—mount of Thy redeeming love.
Here I raise mine Ebenezer—hither by Thy help I'm come;
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home.
Jesus sought me when a stranger, wand’ring from the fold of God;
He to rescue me from danger, interposed His precious blood.
O to grace how great a debtor daily I'm constrained to be!
Let Thy goodness, like a fetter, bind my wand’ring heart to Thee:
Prone to wander—Lord I feel it—prone to leave the God I love;
Here's my heart—O take and seal it; seal it for Thy courts above.
Robert Robinson, 1735-1790

Hymn of Praise: The King of Love My Shepherd Is
The King of love my Shepherd is,
Whose goodness faileth never,
I nothing lack if I am His
And He is mine forever.
Where streams of living water flow
My ransomed soul He leadeth,
And where the verdant pastures grow,
With food celestial feedeth.

Perverse and foolish oft I strayed,
But yet in love He sought me,
And on His shoulder gently laid,
And home, rejoicing, brought me.

Where dost Thou, dear Shepherd, resort with Thy sheep,
To feed them in pastures of love?
Say, why in the valley of death should I weep,
Or alone in this wilderness rove?

And so through all the length of days
Thy goodness faileth never;
Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise
Within Thy house forever.

He looks, and ten thousands of angels rejoice,
And myriads wait for His word;
He speaks, and eternity, filled with His voice,
Re-echoes the praise of the Lord.

Henry W. Baker, 1821-1877

Prayer of Blessing
Responsive Reading: Luke 19:1-10
He entered Jericho and was passing through. And behold, there was a man
named Zacchaeus. He was a chief tax collector and was rich. And he was
seeking to see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not,
because he was small in stature. So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a
sycamore tree to see him, for he was about to pass that way. And when Jesus
came to the place, he looked up and said to him,
“Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for I must stay at your house today.”
So he hurried and came down and received him joyfully. And when they saw
it, they all grumbled, “He has gone in to be the guest of a man who is a
sinner.” And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of
my goods I give to the poor. And if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I
restore it fourfold.” And Jesus said to him,
“Today salvation has come to this house, since he also is a son of
Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”
English Standard Version.
© 2001 by Crossway Bibles.
Used by permission.

Offertory Hymn of Dependence: O Thou in Whose Presence
O Thou in whose presence my soul takes delight,
On whom in affliction I call,
My comfort by day, and my song in the night,
My hope, my salvation, my all.

Dear Shepherd, I hear and will follow Thy call;
I know the sweet sound of Thy voice;
Restore and defend me, for Thou art my all,
And in Thee I will ever rejoice.
Joseph Swain, 1762-1796

Prayer of Corporate Confession
Silence for Personal Confession
Assurance of Pardon: Romans 5:8
But God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ
died for us.
English Standard Version.
© 2001 by Crossway Bibles.
Used by permission.

Hymn of Pardon: All I Have Is Christ*
I once was lost in darkest night, yet thought I knew the way;
The sin that promised joy and life had led me to the grave.
I had no hope that You would own a rebel to Your will,
And if You had not loved me first I would refuse You still.
But as I ran my hell-bound race indifferent to the cost,
You looked upon my helpless state and led me to the cross,
And I beheld God’s love displayed; You suffered in my place;
You bore the wrath reserved for me; now all I know is grace.
Chorus:
Hallelujah! All I have is Christ! Hallelujah! Jesus is my life!

Now, Lord, I would be Yours alone and live so all might see
The strength to follow Your commands could never come from me.
O Father, use my ransomed life in any way You choose,
And let my song forever be: “My only boast is You!”
Music and words by Jordan Kauflin
© 2008 Sovereign Grace Praise (BMI)
CCLI #2783020
*Children under first grade may leave during this song.
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Three Persons and one God, I bless and praise thee, for love so
unmerited, so unspeakable, so wondrous, so mighty to save the lost
and raise them to glory.
Selection from The Trinity, in The Valley of Vision
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