Celebrating God’s Love for the Nations
Scripture for Meditation: Mark 16:15
And he said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel
to the whole creation.”
English Standard Version.
© 2001 by Crossway Bibles.
Used by permission.

Hymn of the Incarnation: Of the Father’s Love Begotten
Of the Father’s love begotten, ere the worlds began to be,
He is Alpha and Omega, He the source, the ending He,
Of the things that are, that have been,
And that future years shall see, evermore and evermore!
He is found in human fashion, death and sorrow here to know,
That the race of Adam’s children doomed by law to endless woe,
May not henceforth die and perish
In the dreadful gulf below, evermore and evermore!
O ye heights of heaven adore Him; angel hosts, His praises sing;
Powers, dominions, bow before Him, and extol our God and King!
Let no tongue on earth be silent,
Every voice in concert sing, evermore and evermore!
Aurelius Prudentius, 348-413
Translated from Latin to English by John M. Neale, 1818-1866 and Henry W. Baker, 1821-1877

Hymn of Praise: The First Noel
The first Noel the angel did say
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep,
On a cold winter’s night that was so deep.
Refrain:
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel,
Born is the King of Israel.
They lookèd up and saw a star
Shining in the east, beyond them far;
And to the earth it gave great light,
And so it continued both day and night.

And by the light of that same star
Three wise men came from country far;
To seek for a King was their intent,
And to follow the star wherever it went.

Who is He the people bless
For His words of gentleness?
Who is He to Whom they bring
All the sick and sorrowing?

Then let us all with one accord
Sing praises to our heavenly Lord;
That hath made heav'n and earth of naught,
And with His blood mankind hath bought.

Lo! at midnight, who is He
Prays in dark Gethsemane?
Who is He on yonder tree
Dies in grief and agony?

Old English carol, 1833

Prayer of Blessing
Responsive Reading: Psalm 96:1-10
Oh sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth! Sing to the
LORD, bless his name; tell of his salvation from day to day.
Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous works among all the
peoples!
For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; he is to be feared above all
gods. For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols, but the LORD made
the heavens. Splendor and majesty are before him; strength and beauty are in
his sanctuary. Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples, ascribe to the
LORD glory and strength! Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; bring
an offering, and come into his courts! Worship the LORD in the splendor of
holiness; tremble before him, all the earth! Say among the nations,
“The LORD reigns! Yes, the world is established; it shall never be
moved; he will judge the peoples with equity.”
English Standard Version.
© 2001 by Crossway Bibles.
Used by permission.

Offertory Hymn of Mission: Who Is He in Yonder Stall
Who is He in yonder stall
At Whose feet the shepherds fall?
Who is He in deep distress,
Fasting in the wilderness?
Refrain
’Tis the Lord! O wondrous story!
’Tis the Lord! the King of glory!
At His feet we humbly fall,
Crown Him! Crown Him, Lord of all!

Who is He that from the grave
Comes to heal and help and save?
Who is He that from His throne
Rules through all the world alone?
Benjamin R. Hanby, 1833-1867

Prayer of Corporate Confession
Silence for Personal Confession
Assurance of Pardon: Romans 1:16
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for
salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the
Greek.
English Standard Version.
© 2001 by Crossway Bibles.
Used by permission.

Hymn of Exultation: Exult in the Savior’s Birth
Shepherds watched their flocks at night, attending lowly sheep.
Now within a cattle shed, a much stranger watch they keep.
Today, a Savior has been born and He is Christ, the Lord.
Placed within a humble trough, this baby must be adored.
Pagan wise men from the East seek out the infant King.
Trackless miles behind them lie, and now all their rev’rence bring.
They have come to worship Him with spices and with gold.
Countless millions seek Him still, whose advent was long foretold.
For to us a Child is born, to us a Son is giv’n.
He shall reign in righteousness, this Counselor King from heav’n.
The government will rest on Him; He is the mighty God.
Prince of Peace, this gentle King, yet rules with a mighty rod.

Scriptures say that Mary’s boy was born that He might die.
Angel voices burst in praise; their harmony fills the sky.
Sing, “Glory in the highest heav’n.” Sing, “Gracious peace on earth.”
Those on whom His favor rests, exult in the Savior’s birth.
Sing, “Glory in the highest heav’n.” Sing, “Gracious peace on earth.”
Those on whom His favor rests, exult in the Savior’s birth.
Copyright 2013 McKinney Music, Inc. (BMI) (admin. by LifeWay Worship c/o Music Services,
www.musicservices.org) /Doxology & Theology Publishing (ASCAP). All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Matt Boswell and D. A. Carson

Hymn of Triumph: O Church, Arise*
O church, arise and put your armor on;
Hear the call of Christ our captain;
For now the weak can say that they are strong
In the strength that God has given.
With shield of faith and belt of truth
We'll stand against the devil's lies;
An army bold whose battle cry is "Love!"
Reaching out to those in darkness.

So Spirit, come, put strength in ev'ry stride,
Give grace for ev'ry hurdle,
That we may run with faith to win the prize
Of a servant good and faithful.
As saints of old still line the way,
Retelling triumphs of His grace,
We hear their calls and hunger for the day
When, with Christ, we stand in glory.
Words and music by Keith Getty & Stuart Townend
Copyright © 2005 Thankyou Music
Used by permission. CCLI #2783020
*Children under first grade may leave during this song.
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Our call to war, to love the captive soul,
But to rage against the captor;
And with the sword that makes the wounded whole
We will fight with faith and valor.
When faced with trials on ev'ry side,
We know the outcome is secure,
And Christ will have the prize for which He died—
An inheritance of nations.
Come, see the cross where love and mercy meet,
As the Son of God is stricken;
Then see His foes lie crushed beneath His feet,
For the Conqueror has risen!
And as the stone is rolled away,
And Christ emerges from the grave,
This vict'ry march continues till the day
Ev'ry eye and heart shall see Him.
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