
Growing In The Knowledge Of Christ 

Through The Means Of Grace 
 
Scripture for Meditation: Jeremiah 9:23, 24 
 

Thus says the LORD: “Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not 

the mighty man boast in his might, let not the rich man boast in his 

riches, but let him who boasts boast in this, that he understands and 

knows me, that I am the LORD who practices steadfast love, justice, and 

righteousness in the earth. For in these things I delight, declares the 

LORD.”  

 
English Standard Version.  

© 2001 by Crossway Bibles. 

Used by permission. 

 

Hymn of the Word: How Firm a Foundation 
 

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, 

Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word! 

What more can He say than to you He hath said, 

To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled? 

 

Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed. 

For I am thy God; I will still give thee aid. 

I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand 

Upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand. 

 

When through the deep waters I call thee to go, 

The rivers of sorrow shall not thee o'rflow; 

For I will be with thee, thy troubles to bless, 

And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress. 

 

The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose, 

I will not, I will not desert to its foes; 

That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake, 

I’ll never, no never, no never forsake. 

 
Words adapted from Rippon's Selection of Hymns, 1787  

 

Offertory Hymn of Confidence: The Lord Is My Salvation  
  

The grace of God has reached for me 

And pulled me from the raging sea, 

And I am safe on this solid ground; 

The Lord is my salvation. 

 

 

I will not fear when darkness falls; 

His strength will help me scale these walls. 

I’ll see the dawn of the rising sun; 

The Lord is my salvation.  

 

Chorus:  

Who is like the Lord our God? 

Strong to save, faithful in love. 

My debt is paid and the vict’ry won; 

The Lord is my salvation. 

 

My hope is hidden in the Lord; 

He flow’rs each promise of His Word. 

When winter fades I know spring will come; 

The Lord is my salvation. 

 

In times of waiting, times of need, 

When I know loss, when I am weak, 

I know His grace will renew these days; 

The Lord is my salvation.  

 

Chorus 

 

And when I reach my final day, 

He will not leave me in the grave. 

But I will rise,  

He will call me home; 

The Lord is my salvation. 

 

Chorus 

 

Glory be to God the Father, 

Glory be to God the Son, 

Glory be to God the Spirit; 

The Lord is our salvation. 
 

Words And Music By Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty, Nathan Nockels, and Jonas Myrin. ©2016 Getty Music Publishing (Bmi) / 

Sweater Weather Music (Ascap) (Admin By Musicservices.Org) / Capitol Cmg Paragon (Bmi) / Son of the Lion (Bmi) 

(Admin At Captiolcmgpubishing.Com) 

Used by permission. CCLI #2783020 
 
Prayer of Blessing 
 
 
 
 
 

Responsive Reading: Hebrews 3:7-14 

 
Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says, “Today, if you hear his voice, do not 

harden your hearts as in the rebellion, on the day of testing in the 

wilderness, where your fathers put me to the test and saw my works for 

forty years. Therefore I was provoked with that generation, and said,  
 

‘They always go astray in their heart; they have not known my 

ways.’  
 

As I swore in my wrath,  
 

‘They shall not enter my rest.’”  
 

Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, 

leading you to fall away from the living God.  
 

But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called “today”, that 

none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.  
 

For we have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original 

confidence firm to the end. 

 
English Standard Version.  

© 2001 by Crossway Bibles. 

Used by permission. 

 
Prayer of Corporate Confession 
 
Silence for Personal Confession 
 

Assurance of Pardon: Hebrews 10:15-17 

 
And the Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for after saying, “This is the 

covenant that I will make with them after those days, declares the Lord: I 

will put my laws on their hearts, and write them on their minds,” then he 

adds, “I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.” 

 
English Standard Version.  
© 2001 by Crossway Bibles. 

Used by permission. 

 
Hymn of Assurance: His Mercy Is More 
 

What love could remember no wrongs we have done? 

Omniscient, all knowing, He counts not their sum. 

Thrown into a sea without bottom or shore. 

Our sins they are many, His mercy is more. 

 

Chorus:  

Praise the Lord, His mercy is more. 

Stronger than darkness, new every morn. 

Our sins they are many, His mercy is more. 



 

What patience would wait as we constantly roam? 

What Father, so tender, is calling us home? 

He welcomes the weakest, the vilest, the poor. 

Our sins they are many, His mercy is more. 

 

What riches of kindness he lavished on us. 

His blood was the payment, His life was the cost. 

We stood ’neath a debt we could never afford. 

Our sins they are many, His mercy is more. 

 
Matt Papa and Matt Boswell 

© 2015 Messenger Hymns (BMI) Getty Music Publishing (BMI) Getty Music ASCAP Designee (ASCAP) (admin. 

by Music Services, www.musicservices.org)/ Love Your Enemies Publishing (ASCAP). All rights reserved. Used by 

permission. CCLI #2783020 

 

Confession of Faith: Heidelberg Catechism 

 

Question 1: What is your only comfort in life and in death? 

Answer: That I am not my own, but belong – body and soul, in 

life and in death – to my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ. He has 

fully paid for all my sins with his precious blood, and has set 

me free from the tyranny of the devil. He also watches over me 

in such a way that not a hair can fall from my head without 

the will of my Father in heaven; in fact, all things must work 

together for my salvation. Because I belong to him, Christ, by 

his Holy Spirit, assures me of eternal life and makes me 

wholeheartedly willing and ready from now on to live for him. 

 

Hymn of Sanctification: O God My Joy 

 

O God, my joy, You reign above 

In radiant splendor and beauty. 

Your Word has drawn my heart to love 

The awesome sight of Your glory. 

Your blazing light and gospel grace 

Shine brightly from my Savior’s face. 

No other wonder would I see 

Than Christ enthroned in His glory! 

 

Sustained by joy in trial and pain, 

I trust Your wisdom and mercy. 

Through suff'ring that Your love ordains, 

More like Your Son You will make me. 

For Christ embraced the cross of shame, 

Beholding glorious joys to come. 

O give me faith like His to see 

That suff’ring lifts me to glory! 

 

Compelled by joy, I fight the sin 

That turns my gaze from Your glory. 

Your Holy Spirit dwells within; 

His presence arms me for vict’ry. 

Let death and hell against me rise; 

Through death I'll gain eternal joys. 

All pow'rs of hell will bend the knee 

Before my great King of glory! 

 
Words by Paul Keew & Brian Pinner 

© 2008 Watchsong Music (www.watchsong.com).  

All rights reserved. 
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“To be sanctified is to have your faith simplified, clarified, and deepened. . . . 

You know God. You love God. How other people are doing matters 

increasingly to you. Becoming more holy . . . means you are becoming a 

wiser human being. You are learning how to deal with your money, your 

sexuality, your job. You are becoming a better friend and family member. 

When you talk, your words communicate more good sense, more gravitas, 

more joy, more reality. You are learning to pray honestly, bring who God 

really is into the reality of human need. . . . It means you live in more clear-

minded hope. You know the purpose of your life, roll up your sleeves, and 

get about doing what needs doing. You are honestly thankful for good things. 

You honestly face disappointment and pain, illness and dying. 

 

David Powlison 
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