
Drawing Near To God Through  
Jesus, Our Great High Priest 

 
Scripture for Meditation: Hebrews 7:25 
 

He is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through 
him, since he always lives to make intercession for them. 
 

English Standard Version.  
© 2001 by Crossway Bibles. 
Used by permission. 

 
Hymn of Intercession: Jesus, My Great High Priest   
 

Jesus, my great High Priest, offered his blood and died; 
My guilty conscience seeks no sacrifice beside. 
His pow'rful blood did once atone,  
And now it pleads before the throne. 
 
To this dear Surety's hand will I commit my cause; 
He answers and fulfils his Father's broken laws. 
Behold my soul at freedom set;  
My Surety paid the dreadful debt. 
 
My Advocate appears for my defense on high; 
The Father bows his ears and lays his thunder by. 
Not all that hell or sin can say 
Shall turn his heart, his love, away. 
 
Should all the hosts of death and pow'rs of hell unknown 
Put their most dreadful forms of rage and mischief on,  
I shall be safe, for Christ displays  
His conqu'ring pow'r and guardian grace. 
 

Isaac Watts, 1674-1748 
Alt. 1961 
 
Offertory Hymn of Praise: Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus!  
  

Hail, Thou once despisèd Jesus! Hail, Thou Galilean King! 
Thou didst suffer to release us; Thou didst free salvation bring. 
Hail, Thou agonizing Savior, bearer of our sin and shame! 
By Thy merits we find favor; life is given through Thy Name. 
 
Paschal Lamb, by God appointed, all our sins on Thee were laid; 
By almighty love anointed, Thou hast full atonement made. 
All thy people are forgiven through the virtue of Thy blood; 
Opened is the gate of Heaven, peace is made ’twixt man and God. 

 
Jesus, hail! enthroned in glory, there forever to abide; 
All the heavenly hosts adore Thee, seated at Thy Father’s side. 
There for sinners Thou art pleading; there Thou dost our place prepare; 
Ever for us interceding till in glory we appear. 
 
Worship, honor, pow’r and blessing Thou art worthy to receive; 
Loudest praises, without ceasing, meet it is for us to give. 
Help, ye bright angelic spirits, bring your sweetest, noblest lays; 
Help to sing our Savior’s merits, help to chant Emmanuel’s praise! 
 

John Bakewell, 1757 
Alt. by Martin Madan, 1760; Augustus Toplady, 1776 

 
Prayer of Blessing 
 
Responsive Reading: Hebrews 4:14-5:6 
 

Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, 
Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.  
 

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet 
without sin.  
 

Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may 
receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. For every high priest 
chosen from among men is appointed to act on behalf of men in relation to 
God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. He can deal gently with the ignorant 
and wayward, since he himself is beset with weakness. Because of this he is 
obligated to offer sacrifice for his own sins just as he does for those of the 
people. And no one takes this honor for himself, but only when called by God, 
just as Aaron was. So also Christ did not exalt himself to be made a high 
priest, but was appointed by him who said to him,  
 

“You are my Son, today I have begotten you”;  
 

as he says also in another place,  
 

“You are a priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek.” 
 

English Standard Version.  
© 2001 by Crossway Bibles. 
Used by permission. 

 
Hymn of Confession: Your Mercy Flows 
 

Your mercy flows upon us like a river, 
Your mercy stands unshakeable and true. 
Most holy God, of all good things the Giver, 
We turn and lift our fervent prayer to You. 

 

 
Refrain: 
Hear our cry, (echo) O Lord, (echo) 
Be merciful (echo)  once more; (echo) 
Let your love (echo) Your anger stem, (echo) 
Remember mercy, O Lord again.  
(Repeat all) 

 
Wes Sutton 
© 1987 Sovereign Lifestyle Music 
Used by permission. CCLI #2783020 

 
Prayer of Corporate Confession 
 
Silence for Personal Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon: Hebrews 12:22a, 24 
 

You have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God . . . and 
to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that 
speaks a better word than the blood of Abel. 
 

English Standard Version.  
© 2001 by Crossway Bibles. 
Used by permission. 
 
Hymn of Pardon: Oh the Deep, Deep Love 
 

Oh the deep, deep love of Jesus, vast, unmeasured, boundless, free 
Rolling as a mighty ocean in its fullness over me, 
Underneath me, all around me is the current of Your love, 
Leading onward, leading homeward, to Your glorious rest above. 
 
Chorus:  
Oh the deep, deep love, All I need and trust 
Is the deep, deep love of Jesus. 
 
Oh the deep, deep love of Jesus, spread His praise from shore to shore, 
How He came to pay our ransom through the saving cross He bore; 
How He watches o’er His loved ones, those He died to make His own, 
How for them He’s interceding, pleading now before the throne. 
 
Oh the deep, deep love of Jesus, far surpassing all the rest, 
It’s an ocean full of blessing in the midst of every test. 
Oh the deep, deep love of Jesus, Mighty Savior, precious Friend, 
You will bring us home to glory, where Your love will never end. 

 
Original Words by Samuel Trevor Francis (1834-1925). Music, chorus, and alternate words by Bob Kauflin. © 2008 
Sovereign Grace Praise (BMI). Sovereign Grace Music, a division of Sovereign Grace Ministries. From Come 
Weary Saints. All rights reserved. International copyright secured. North American administration by Integrity 
Music. International administration by CopyCare International.  
Used by permission. CCLI #2783020 



Confession of Faith: Westminster Shorter Catechism 
 
Question 25: How does Christ execute the office of a priest? 

 

Answer: Christ executes the office of a priest, in his once 

offering up of himself a sacrifice to satisfy divine justice, and 

reconcile us to God, and in making continual intercession for 

us. 

 
Hymn of Intercession: Before the Throne of God Above 

 
Before the throne of God above 
I have a strong and perfect plea. 
A great high Priest whose Name is Love 
Who ever lives and pleads for me. 
My name is graven on His hands, 
My name is written on His heart. 
I know that while in Heaven He stands 
No tongue can bid me thence depart, 
No tongue can bid me thence depart. 
 
When Satan tempts me to despair 
And tells me of the guilt within, 
Upward I look and see Him there 
Who made an end of all my sin. 
Because the sinless Savior died 
My sinful soul is counted free. 
For God the just is satisfied 
To look on Him and pardon me, 
To look on Him and pardon me. 
 
Behold Him there the risen Lamb, 
My perfect spotless righteousness, 
The great unchangeable I AM, 
The King of glory and of grace, 
One in Himself I cannot die. 
My soul is purchased by His blood, 
My life is hid with Christ on high, 
With Christ my Savior and my God, 
With Christ my Savior and my God! 
 

Charity L. Bancroft, 1841-1923 
CCLI #2783020 
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“Come, then, ye who are poor as poverty itself; come ye that have no merits 
and are destitute of virtues, come ye that are reduced to a beggarly 
bankruptcy by Adam’s fall and by your own transgressions; this is not the 
throne of majesty which supports itself by the taxation of its subjects, but a 
throne which glorifies itself by streaming forth like a fountain with floods of 
good things. Come ye, now, and receive the wine and milk which are freely 
given, yea, come buy wine and milk without money and without price. All 
the petitioner’s wants shall be supplied, because it is a throne of grace.  
 

Charles Haddon Spurgeon 
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