
The God Who Gives Enduring Faith 
 

Scripture for Meditation: II Timothy 4:5-8 
 

As for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an 
evangelist, fulfill your ministry. For I am already being poured out as a 
drink offering, and the time of my departure has come. I have fought the 
good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Henceforth 
there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, will award to me on that day, and not only to me but 
also to all who have loved his appearing. 

 
English Standard Version.  
© 2001 by Crossway Bibles.  
Used by permission. 

 
Call to Worship: Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing   
 

Come, Thou Fount of ev’ry blessing, tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise.  
Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above; 
Praise the mount—I’m fixed upon it—mount of Thy redeeming love. 

 

Here I raise mine Ebenezer—hither by Thy help I'm come; 
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, wand’ring from the fold of God; 
He to rescue me from danger, interposed His precious blood. 

 

O to grace how great a debtor daily I'm constrained to be! 
Let Thy goodness, like a fetter, bind my wand’ring heart to Thee: 
Prone to wander—Lord I feel it—prone to leave the God I love; 
Here's my heart—O take and seal it; seal it for Thy courts above. 

 
Robert Robinson, 1735-1790 

 
Hymn of Security: There Is a Fountain 
 

There is a fountain filled with blood drawn from Emmanuel’s veins; 
And sinners plunged beneath that flood lose all their guilty stains. 
Lose all their guilty stains, lose all their guilty stains; 
And sinners plunged beneath that flood lose all their guilty stains. 
 
The dying thief rejoiced to see that fountain in his day; 
And there may I, though vile as he, wash all my sins away. 
Wash all my sins away, wash all my sins away; 
And there may I, though vile as he, wash all my sins away. 
 
 

Dear dying Lamb, Thy precious blood shall never lose its power 
Till all the ransomed church of God be saved, to sin no more. 
Be saved, to sin no more, be saved, to sin no more; 
Till all the ransomed church of God be saved, to sin no more. 
 
E’er since, by faith, I saw the stream Thy flowing wounds supply, 
Redeeming love has been my theme, and shall be till I die. 
And shall be till I die, and shall be till I die; 
Redeeming love has been my theme, and shall be till I die. 
 

William Cowper, 1731-1800 
 
Prayer of Blessing  
 
Responsive Reading: Hebrews 12:1-6 
 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us 
also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely,  
 

and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to 
Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set 
before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the 
right hand of the throne of God.  
 

Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so that 
you may not grow weary or fainthearted. In your struggle against sin you have 
not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. And have you forgotten 
the exhortation that addresses you as sons?  “My son, do not regard lightly the 
discipline of the Lord, nor be weary when reproved by him.  
 

For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and chastises every son whom 
he receives.” 

 
English Standard Version.  
© 2001 by Crossway Bibles.  
Used by permission. 

 
Offertory Hymn of Endurance: Soldiers of Christ, Arise 
 

Soldiers of Christ, arise, and put your armor on, 
Strong in the strength which God supplies through His eternal Son; 
Strong in the Lord of hosts, and in His mighty pow’r, 
Who in the strength of Jesus trusts is more than conqueror.  
 
Stand, then, in His great might, with all His strength endued; 
And take, to arm you for the fight, the panoply of God. 
That having all things done, and all your conflicts past, 
Ye may o’ercome through Christ alone, and stand entire at last. 
 
 
 

Leave no unguarded place, no weakness of the soul; 
Take ev’ry virtue, ev’ry grace, and fortify the whole. 
From strength to strength go on, wrestle and fight and pray; 
Tread all the pow’rs of darkness down, and win the well-fought day.  

 
Charles Wesley, 1707-1788 
 
Prayer of Corporate Confession 
 
Silence for Personal Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon: Luke 22:31, 32a 
 

Behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift you like wheat, 
but I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail. 

 
English Standard Version.  
© 2001 by Crossway Bibles. 
Used by permission. 

 
Hymn of Mercy: His Mercy Is More   
 

What love could remember no wrongs we have done? 
Omniscient, all knowing, He counts not their sum. 
Thrown into a sea without bottom or shore. 
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more. 
 
Chorus:  
Praise the Lord, 
His mercy is more. 
Stronger than darkness, new every morn. 
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more. 
 
What patience would wait as we constantly roam? 
What Father, so tender, is calling us home? 
He welcomes the weakest, the vilest, the poor. 
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more. 
 
What riches of kindness he lavished on us. 
His blood was the payment, His life was the cost. 
We stood ’neath a debt we could never afford. 
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more. 
 

Matt Papa and Matt Boswell 
© 2015 Messenger Hymns (BMI) Getty Music Publishing (BMI) Getty Music ASCAP Designee (ASCAP) (admin. 
by Music Services, www.musicservices.org)/ Love Your Enemies Publishing (ASCAP). All rights reserved. Used by 
permission. CCLI #2783020 

 
 
 
 



 
 
Hymn of Grace: Amazing Grace* 

 
Amazing grace! How sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found; 
Was blind, but now I see. 

 
’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
And grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed! 
 
Through many dangers, toils and snares, 
I have already come; 
’Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, 
And grace will lead me home. 
 
The Lord has promised good to me, 
His Word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be, 
As long as life endures. 

 
John Newton, 1725-1807 
*Children under first grade may leave during this song.  
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Our God is the God of history. ‘God is working his 

purpose out, as year succeeds to year.’ ‘He buries his 

workmen, but carries on his work.’ The torch of the 

gospel is handed down by each generation to the next. 

As the leaders of the former generation die, it is all the 

more urgent for those of the next generation to step 

forward bravely to take their place. 

 

John Stott 

 

November 11, 2018 


