
The God Who Brings Redemption  
and Joy to the Nations 

 
Scripture for Meditation: Psalm 98:4-6 
 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; break forth into joyous 
song and sing praises! Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre, with the 
lyre and the sound of melody! With trumpets and the sound of the 
horn make a joyful noise before the King, the Lord! 
 

English Standard Version.  
© 2001 by Crossway Bibles. 
Used by permission. 

 
Offertory Hymn of Joy: Joy to the World! The Lord Is Come  
 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare Him room, 
And Heaven and nature sing, 
And Heaven and nature sing, 
And Heaven, and Heaven, and nature sing. 
 
Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
Let men their songs employ; 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 
 
No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as, far as, the curse is found. 
 
He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders, wonders, of His love. 
 

Isaac Watts, 1674-1748 
 
 

Hymn of Celebration: Good Christian Men, Rejoice 
 

Good Christian men, rejoice with heart and soul, and voice; 
Give ye heed to what we say: News! News! Jesus Christ is born today; 
Ox and ass before Him bow; and He is in the manger now. 
Christ is born today! Christ is born today! 
 
Good Christian men, rejoice, with heart and soul and voice; 
Now ye hear of endless bliss: Joy! Joy! Jesus Christ was born for this! 
He has opened the heavenly door, and man is blest forevermore. 
Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this! 
 
Good Christian men, rejoice, with heart and soul and voice; 
Now ye need not fear the grave: Peace! Peace! Jesus Christ was born to save! 
Calls you one and calls you all, to gain His everlasting hall. 
Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save! 

 
Heinrich Suso, 4th century; translated from Latin to English by John M. Neale, 1818-1866 

 
Prayer of Blessing 
 
Responsive Reading: Revelation 5:1-14  
 

Then I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the throne a scroll 
written within and on the back, sealed with seven seals. And I saw a mighty 
angel proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the scroll and 
break its seals?” And no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able 
to open the scroll or to look into it, and I began to weep loudly because no one 
was found worthy to open the scroll or to look into it. And one of the elders 
said to me, “Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of 
David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals.” And 
between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders I saw a 
Lamb standing, as though it had been slain, with seven horns and with seven 
eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. And he 
went and took the scroll from the right hand of him who was seated on the 
throne. And when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the 
twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each holding a harp, 
and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. And they 
sang a new song, saying, 
 

“Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were 
slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe 
and language and people and nation, and you have made them a kingdom 
and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth.” 
 

Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the 
elders the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands 
of thousands, saying with a loud voice,  

 “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth 
and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!” 
 

And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth 
and in the sea, and all that is in them, saying,  
 

“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and 
honor and glory and might forever and ever!” 
 

And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” and the elders fell down and 
worshiped. 

 
English Standard Version.  
© 2001 by Crossway Bibles. 
Used by permission. 

 
Hymn of Supplication: Creator of the Stars of Night  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer of Corporate Confession 

 
Silence for Personal Confession  
 
Assurance of Pardon: I Peter 3:18a 
 

Christ . . . suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that 
he might bring us to God. 
 

English Standard Version.  
© 2001 by Crossway Bibles.  
Used by permission. 

 
 



 
Hymn of Pardon: On Christmas Night All Christians Sing  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hymn of Redemption: My Worth Is Not in What I Own* 
 

My worth is not in what I own, 
Not in the strength of flesh and bone, 
But in the costly wounds of love 
At the cross. 
 
My worth is not in skill or name, 
In win or lose, in pride or shame, 
But in the blood of Christ that flowed  
At the cross. 
 

Refrain:  
I rejoice in my Redeemer, 
Greatest Treasure,  
Wellspring of my soul; 
I will trust in Him, no other.  
My soul is satisfied in Him alone.  
 

As summer flowers we fade and die; 
Fame, youth and beauty hurry by, 
But life eternal calls to us  
At the cross.  
 

I will not boast in wealth or might, 
Or human wisdom’s fleeting light, 
But I will boast in knowing Christ 
At the cross. 
 
Refrain 
 
Two wonders here that I confess: 
My worth and my unworthiness, 
My value fixed – my ransom paid 
At the cross. 
 
Refrain 
 

Words and music by Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty and Graham Kendrick ©2014 Getty Music Publishing (BMI) / Makeway 
Music (Admin by musicservies.org) 
*Children under first grade may leave during this song.  
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Christmas is the end of thinking you are better than someone else, 

because Christmas is telling you that you could never get to heaven 

on your own. God had to come to you. It is telling you that people 

who are saved are not those who have arisen through their own 

ability to be what God wants them to be. Salvation comes to those 

who admit how weak they are.  

 

Tim Keller 
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