
Knowing God Through the Word 

Scripture for Meditation: Joshua 1:8

8 This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but myou shall 
meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according 
to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, 
and then you will have good success. 

English Standard Version.  
© 2001 by Crossway Bibles. 
Used by permission. 

Hymn of Adoration: How Firm a Foundation

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, 
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word! 
What more can He say than to you He hath said, 
To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled? 

Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed. 
For I am thy God; I will still give thee aid. 
I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand 
Upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand. 

When through the deep waters I call thee to go, 
The rivers of sorrow shall not thee o'rflow; 
For I will be with thee, thy troubles to bless, 
And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress. 

The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose, 
I will not, I will not desert to its foes; 
That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake, 
I’ll never, no never, no never forsake. 

Words adapted from Rippon's Selection of Hymns, 1787  

Hymn of Confession: Laden with Guilt and Full of Fears 

Laden with guilt and full of fears, I fly to Thee my Lord; 
And not a glimpse of hope appears, but in Thy written Word  
The volumes of my Father’s grace does all my griefs assuage. 
Here I behold my Savior’s face in every page. 

This is the field where hidden lies the pearl of price unknown, 
That merchant is divinely wise, who makes the pearl his own; 
Here consecrated water flows to quench my thirst of sin. 
Here the fair tree of knowledge grows; no danger dwells within.  

This is the judge that ends the strife where wit and reason fail, 
My guide to everlasting life through all this gloomy vale. 
Oh may Thy counsels, mighty God, my roving feet command, 
Nor I forsake the happy road that leads to Thy right hand. 

Words by Isaac Watts, alt. by Sandra McCracken 
Music by Sandra McCracken 
© 2001 Same Old Dress Music (ASCAP) 
Used by permission. All rights reserved. /  CCLI #2783020 

Confession of Faith: The Shorter Catechism 

Question 1: What is the chief end of man? 
Answer: Man's chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him forever.  
Question 2: What rule hath God given to direct us how we may glorify and 
enjoy him? 
Answer: The Word of God, which is contained in the Scriptures of the Old 
and New Testaments, is the only rule to direct us how we may glorify and 
enjoy him. 
Question 3: What do the Scriptures principally teach? 
Answer: The Scriptures principally teach, what man is to believe 
concerning God, and what duty God requires of man. 

“The Westminster Assembly wrote the Shorter Catechism in 1647 as a concise question-and-answer summary of the biblical 
doctrines in the Westminster Confession of Faith. It was written as an instructional tool for use by the family and by the 
church” (Trinity Hymnal, 869).  

Prayer of Blessing 

Song of Blessing: May the Mind of Christ, My Savior

May the mind of Christ, my Savior live in me from day to day, 
By His love and pow’r controlling all I do and say. 

May the Word of God dwell richly in my heart from hour to hour, 
So that all may see I triumph only through His pow’r. 

May the love of Jesus fill me, as the waters fill the sea; 
Him exalting, self abasing – this is victory. 

May I run the race before me strong and brave to face the foe, 
Looking only unto Jesus as I onward go. 

May His beauty rest upon me as I seek the lost to win. 
And may they forget the channel seeing only Him 

Words by Katie B. Wilkinson, 1859-1928   
Music by Arthur C. Barham-Gould, 1891-1953 
© Copyright. CCLI #2783020 

Responsive Reading: Galatians 1:6-12 

6 I am astonished that you are lso quickly deserting mhim who called 
you in the grace of Christ and are turning to na different gospel—  

7 onot that there is another one, but pthere are some who trouble you and 
want to distort the gospel of Christ.  

8 But even if we or qan angel from heaven should preach to you a 
gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, rlet him be accursed.  

9 As we have said before, so now I say again: If anyone is preaching to 
you a gospel contrary to the one you received, rlet him be accursed. 
10 For am I now seeking the approval of man, or of God? Or am I trying 
sto please man? If I were still trying to please man, I would not be a 
tservant2 of Christ. 

11 For uI would have you know, brothers, that vthe gospel that was 
preached by me is not man's gospel.3 12 wFor I did not receive it from 
any man, nor was I taught it, but I received it xthrough a revelation of 
Jesus Christ. 

English Standard Version.  
© 2001 by Crossway Bibles. 
Used by permission. 

Prayer of Corporate Confession 

Silence for Personal Confession 

Scriptural Assurance of Pardon: Joshua 1:9 

9 Have I not commanded you? nBe strong and courageous. oDo not be 
frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you 
wherever you go. 

English Standard Version.  
© 2001 by Crossway Bibles. 
Used by permission. 

Offertory Hymn of Trust: Reformation Hymn 

We will trust God’s Word alone, where His perfect will is known;  
Our traditions shift like sand while His Truth forever stands. 
We will live by faith alone, clothed in merit not our own;  
All we claim is Jesus Christ and His finished sacrifice. 

Chorus:  
Glory be, glory be to God alone  
Through the church He redeemed and made His own.  
He has freed us, He will keep us till we’re safely home  
Glory be, glory be to God alone! 

https://www.esv.org/Ps1.2%3BPs119.15
https://www.esv.org/Ga4.13%3BAc16.6%3BAc18.23
https://www.esv.org/Ga5.8
https://www.esv.org/2Co11.4%3B1Tm1.3
https://www.esv.org/Ac4.12%3B1Co3.11
https://www.esv.org/Ga5.10%3BAc15.24%3B2Co11.13
https://www.esv.org/2Co11.14
https://www.esv.org/Rm9.3
https://www.esv.org/Ga1.8
https://www.esv.org/1Th2.4%3BRm2.29%3B1Co10.33%3BEp6.6%3BCs3.22
https://www.esv.org/Rm1.1
https://www.esv.org/1Co15.1
https://www.esv.org/Rm2.16
https://www.esv.org/Ga1.1%3B1Co11.23%3B1Co15.3%3BAc22.14
https://www.esv.org/Ga1.16%3B1Co2.10%3B2Co12.1
https://www.esv.org/Jos1.6-7%3BJos1.18
https://www.esv.org/De1.29%3BDe7.21%3BDe20.3%3BDe31.6%3BDe31.8


We are saved by grace alone—undeserved, yet freely shown;  
No accomplishment on earth can achieve the second birth. 
We will stand on Christ alone, the unyielding Cornerstone;  
Nations rage and devils roar, still he reigns forevermore! 

Chorus 
   
Words and Music by Chris Anderson and Bob Kauflin 
Copyright 2016 Sovereign Grace Music and ChurchWorksMedia.com

Hymn of Supplication: Speak, O Lord 

Speak, O Lord, as we come to You  
To receive the food of Your Holy Word.  
Take Your truth, plant it deep in us;  
Shape and fashion us in Your likeness,  
That the light of Christ might be seen today  
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith.  
Speak, O Lord, and fulfill in us  
All Your purposes for Your glory. 
 
Teach us, Lord, full obedience,  
Holy reverence, true humility;  
Test our thoughts and our attitudes  
In the radiance of Your purity.  
Cause our faith to rise; cause our eyes to see  
Your majestic love and authority.  
Words of pow'r that can never fail—  
Let their truth prevail over unbelief.  

Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds;  
Help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us—  
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time  
That will echo down through eternity.  
And by grace we'll stand on Your promises,  
And by faith we'll walk as You walk with us.  
Speak, O Lord, till Your church is built  
And the earth is filled with Your glory. 

"Speak, O Lord"  
Words and Music by Keith Getty & Stuart Townend  
Copyright © 2005 Thankyou Music 
Used by permission. CCLI #2783020 
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We must allow the Word of God to confront us, to 
disturb our security, to undermine our complacency and 
to overthrow our patterns of thought and behavior. 

― John Stott  
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