
The Loving God  
Who Calls Us to Return to Him 

 
Scripture for Meditation: Malachi 3:6, 7a 

 

For I the Lord do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not 
consumed. From the days of your fathers you have turned aside from my 
statutes and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you, 
says the Lord of hosts. 
 

English Standard Version. © 2001 by Crossway Bibles. Used by permission. 

 
Call to Worship: Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing   
 

Come, Thou Fount of ev’ry blessing, tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise.  
Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above; 
Praise the mount—I’m fixed upon it—mount of Thy redeeming love. 

 

Here I raise mine Ebenezer—hither by Thy help I'm come; 
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, wand’ring from the fold of God; 
He to rescue me from danger, interposed His precious blood. 

 

O to grace how great a debtor daily I'm constrained to be! 
Let Thy goodness, like a fetter, bind my wand’ring heart to Thee: 
Prone to wander—Lord I feel it—prone to leave the God I love; 
Here's my heart—O take and seal it; seal it for Thy courts above. 

 
Robert Robinson, 1735-1790 

 
Hymn of Returning: Boldly I Approach 

 

By grace alone somehow I stand  
Where even angels fear to tread, 
Invited by redeeming love  
Before the throne of God above; 
He pulls me close with nail-scarred hands 
Into His everlasting arms. 
 
When condemnation grips my heart 
And Satan tempts me to despair, 
I hear the voice that scatters fear; 
The Great I Am the Lord is here. 
Oh praise the One who fights for me 
And shields my soul eternally. 
 

Refrain: 
Boldly I approach Your throne; 
Blameless now I'm running home. 
By Your blood I come, 
Welcomed as Your own 
Into the arms of majesty. 
 
Behold the bright and risen Son, 
More beauty than this world has known; 
I'm face to face with Love Himself, 
His perfect spotless righteousness. 
A thousand years, a thousand tongues 
Are not enough to sing His praise. 
 
Refrain 
 

Rend Collective © 2014 Thankyou Music. CCLI #2783020 

 
Prayer of Blessing 
 
Responsive Reading: Romans 2:1-11 

 
Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one of you who judges. For in 
passing judgment on another you condemn yourself, because you, the judge, 
practice the very same things.  
 

We know that the judgment of God rightly falls on those who practice 
such things.  
 

Do you suppose, O man—you who judge those who practice such things and 
yet do them yourself—that you will escape the judgment of God? Or do you 
presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, not 
knowing that God's kindness is meant to lead you to repentance? But because 
of your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on the 
day of wrath when God's righteous judgment will be revealed.  
 

He will render to each one according to his works: to those who by 
patience in well-doing seek for glory and honor and immortality, he will 
give eternal life; but for those who are self-seeking and do not obey the 
truth, but obey unrighteousness, there will be wrath and fury.  
 

There will be tribulation and distress for every human being who does evil, 
the Jew first and also the Greek,  
 

but glory and honor and peace for everyone who does good, the Jew first 
and also the Greek. For God shows no partiality. 

 
English Standard Version. © 2001 by Crossway Bibles. Used by permission. 

Prayer of Corporate Confession 
 
Silence for Personal Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon:  Isaiah 55:7 
 

Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; 
let him return to the Lord, that he may have compassion on him, and to 
our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
 

English Standard Version.  
© 2001 by Crossway Bibles. 
Used by permission. 
 
Hymn of Pardon The King of Love My Shepherd Is 
 

The King of love my Shepherd is, 
Whose goodness faileth never, 
I nothing lack if I am His 
And He is mine forever. 
 
Where streams of living water flow 
My ransomed soul He leadeth, 
And where the verdant pastures grow, 
With food celestial feedeth. 

 
Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, 
But yet in love He sought me, 
And on His shoulder gently laid, 
And home, rejoicing, brought me. 

 
And so through all the length of days 
Thy goodness faileth never; 
Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise 
Within Thy house forever. 

 
Henry W. Baker, 1821-1877 

 
Hymn of Praise: For All the Saints* 
 

For all the saints, who from their labors rest, 
Who Thee by faith before the world confessed, 
Thy Name, O Jesus, be forever blessed. 
Alleluia, Allelu! 
 



Thou wast their Rock, their Fortress and their Might; 
Thou, Lord, their Captain in the well fought fight; 
Thou, in the darkness drear, their one true Light. 
Alleluia, Allelu! 
 
The golden evening brightens in the west; 
Soon, soon to faithful warriors comes their rest; 
Sweet is the calm of paradise the blessed. 
Alleluia, Allelu! 
 
But lo! there breaks a yet more glorious day; 
The saints triumphant rise in bright array; 
The King of glory passes on His way. 
Alleluia, Allelu! 
 
From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast, 
Through gates of pearl streams in the countless host, 
Singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: 
Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 
Words: William How, 1823-1897 
Music: Christopher Miner, © 1997 Christopher Miner Music. Used by permission. CCLI #2783020 
*Children under first grade may leave during this song.  
 
Ministry of the Word  
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SUNDAY 
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THROUGHOUT THE WEEK 
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“I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, 

‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I 

am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as 

one of your hired servants.’ And he arose and came to 

his father. But while he was still a long way off, his 

father saw him and felt compassion, and ran 

and embraced him and kissed him. And the son said to 

him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before 

you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.” But 

the father said to his servants, “Bring quickly the best 

robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, 

and shoes on his feet. And bring the fattened calf and 

kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. For this my son was 

dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.” And 

they began to celebrate. 

 

Luke 15:18-24 
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