
Christ, the Rejected King  
 
Scripture for Meditation: I Samuel 8:4-7 
 

Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at 
Ramah and said to him, “Behold, you are old and your sons do not walk 
in your ways. Now appoint for us a king to judge us like all the nations.” 
But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, “Give us a king to 
judge us.” And Samuel prayed to the Lord. And the Lord said to Samuel, 
“Obey the voice of the people in all that they say to you, for they have 
not rejected you, but they have rejected me from being king over them.” 
 

English Standard Version. © 2001 by Crossway Bibles. Used by permission. 
 
Hymn of the King: God, the Uncreated One 
 

God the uncreated One, the author of salvation, 
Wrote the laws of space and time, and fashioned worlds to his design; 
The One whom angel hosts revere, hung the stars like chandeliers, 
Numbered every grain of sand, knows the heart of every man. 
He is King forever, He is King forever, 
He is King forevermore! 
 

God our fortress and our strength, the rock on which we can depend; 
Matchless in his majesty, His power and authority; 
Unshaken by the schemes of man, never-changing, Great I Am, 
Kingdoms rise and kingdoms fall; He is faithful through it all. 
Crown him King forever, crown him King forever, 
Crown him King forevermore! 

 

Mighty God in mortal flesh, forsaken by a traitor's kiss; 
The curse of sin and centuries did pierce the lowly Prince of Peace; 
Lifted high, the sinless man, crucified, the spotless Lamb, 
Buried by the sons of man, rescued by the Father's hand 
To reign as King forever, reign as King forever, 
Reign as King forevermore! 
 

King Eternal, God of Grace, we crown You with the highest praise; 
Heaven shouts and saints adore, you're Holy, Holy, Holy Lord! 
What joy in everlasting life; all is love and faith is sight; 
Justice rolls and praises rise at the Name of Jesus Christ, 
King of Kings forever, King of Kings forever, 
King of Kings forevermore! 

 
Words and Music by Aaron Keyes and Pete James 
© 2016 Getty Music Songs, LLC (admin. by MusicServices.org), Common Hymnal Publishing (ASCAP), 10000 
Fathers (ASCAP), Thankyou Music (PRS) (admin. by CapitolCMGPublishing.com). Used by permission. CCLI 
#2783020 

 
 

Hymn of Supplication: Be Thou My Vision     
 

Be Thou my Vision, O Lord of my heart— 
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art; 
Thou my best thought, by day or by night, 
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light. 

 

Be Thou my Wisdom, and Thou my true Word; 
I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord; 
Thou my great Father, and I Thy true son, 
Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one. 

 

Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise— 
Thou mine inheritance, now and always; 
Thou and Thou only, first in my heart— 
High King of heaven, my Treasure Thou art. 

 

High King of heaven, my victory won, 
May I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heav’n’s Sun! 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
Still be my Vision, O Ruler of all. 

 
Attributed to Dallan Forgaill, 8th Century  
Translated from ancient Irish to English by Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931  
Versed by Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt. 
 
Prayer of Blessing 
 
Responsive Reading: Deuteronomy 17:14-20 
 

“When you come to the land that the Lord your God is giving you, and you 
possess it and dwell in it and then say,  
 

‘I will set a king over me, like all the nations that are around me,’ 
 

you may indeed set a king over you whom the Lord your God will choose. 
One from among your brothers you shall set as king over you. You may not 
put a foreigner over you, who is not your brother. Only he must not acquire 
many horses for himself or cause the people to return to Egypt in order to 
acquire many horses, since the Lord has said to you, ‘You shall never return 
that way again.’	And he shall not acquire many wives for himself, lest his 
heart turn away, nor shall he acquire for himself excessive silver and gold. 
And when he sits on the throne of his kingdom, he shall write for himself in a 
book a copy of this law, approved by the Levitical priests.  
 

And it shall be with him, and he shall read in it all the days of his life, that 
he may learn to fear the Lord his God by keeping all the words of this law 
and these statutes, and doing them,	that his heart may not be lifted up 
above his brothers, and that he may not turn aside from the  
 

commandment, either to the right hand or to the left, so that he may 
continue long in his kingdom, he and his children, in Israel. 

 
English Standard Version.  
© 2001 by Crossway Bibles.  
Used by permission. 

 
Offertory Hymn of Rejection: Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted 
 

Stricken, smitten, and afflicted, see Him dying on the tree! 
’Tis the Christ by man rejected; yes, my soul, ’tis He, ’tis He! 
’Tis the long expected prophet, David’s Son, yet David’s Lord; 
By His Son God now has spoken: ’Tis the true and faithful Word. 

 
Tell me, ye who hear Him groaning, was there ever grief like His? 
Friends through fear His cause disowning, foes insulting his distress: 
Many hands were raised to wound Him, none would interpose to save; 
But the deepest stroke that pierced Him was the stroke that Justice gave. 
 
Ye who think of sin but lightly, nor suppose the evil great, 
Here may view its nature rightly, here its guilt may estimate. 
Mark the Sacrifice appointed! See Who bears the awful load! 
’Tis the Word, the Lord’s Anointed, Son of Man, and Son of God. 
 
Here we have a firm foundation, here the refuge of the lost; 
Christ's the Rock of our salvation, His the Name of which we boast. 
Lamb of God for sinners wounded! Sacrifice to cancel guilt! 
None shall ever be confounded who on Him their hope have built. 
 

Thomas Kelly, 1769-1854. Alt. 1961 

 
Prayer of Corporate Confession 
 
Silence for Personal Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon: Colossians 1:13 

 
He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to 
the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins. 
 

Response: Thanks be to God.  
 
Hymn of Pardon: Hallelujah! What a Savior! 

 
"Man of sorrows," what a name for the Son of God who came 
Ruined sinners to reclaim! Hallelujah! What a Savior! 
 
Bearing shame and scoffing rude, in my place condemned He stood; 
Sealed my pardon with His blood! Hallelujah! What a Savior! 



Guilty, vile, and helpless, we; spotless Lamb of God was He; 
Full atonement! Can it be?  Hallelujah! What a Savior! 

 
Lifted up was He to die, "It is finished," was His cry; 
Now in heav’n exalted high! Hallelujah! What a Savior! 

 
When He comes, our glorious King, all His ransomed home to bring, 
Then anew this song we’ll sing: Hallelujah! What a Savior! 

 
Philip P. Bliss, 1838-1876 

 
Hymn of Identity: My Worth Is Not in What I Own* 
 

My worth is not in what I own, 
Not in the strength of flesh and bone, 
But in the costly wounds of love 
At the cross. 
 
My worth is not in skill or name, 
In win or lose, in pride or shame, 
But in the blood of Christ that flowed  
At the cross. 
 
Refrain:  
I rejoice in my Redeemer, 
Greatest Treasure,  
Wellspring of my soul; 
I will trust in Him, no other.  
My soul is satisfied in Him alone.  
 
As summer flowers we fade and die; 
Fame, youth and beauty hurry by, 
But life eternal calls to us  
At the cross.  
 
I will not boast in wealth or might, 
Or human wisdom’s fleeting light, 
But I will boast in knowing Christ 
At the cross. 
 
Refrain 
 
 
 
 
 

Two wonders here that I confess: 
My worth and my unworthiness, 
My value fixed – my ransom paid 
At the cross. 
 
Refrain 
 

Words and music by Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty and Graham Kendrick ©2014 Getty Music Publishing (BMI) / Makeway Music (Admin by 
musicservies.org). Used by permission. CCLI #2783020 
*Children under first grade may leave during this song.  
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[Christ] is the most magnanimous of captains. There never was his 

like among the choicest of princes. He is always to be found in the 

thickest part of the battle. When the wind blows cold he always 

takes the bleak side of the hill. The heaviest end of the cross lies 

ever on his shoulders. If he bids us carry a burden, he carries it also. 

If there is anything that is gracious, generous, kind, and tender, yea 

lavish and superabundant in love, you always find it in him. These 

forty years and more have I served him, blessed be his name! and I 

have had nothing but love from him. I would be glad to continue yet 

another forty years in the same dear service here below if so it 

pleased him. His service is life, peace, joy. Oh, that you would enter 

on it at once! God help you to enlist under the banner of Jesus even 

this day! Amen.  

 

C. H. Spurgeon 
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