
Christ, the Willing King  
 
Scripture for Meditation: Hebrews 12:1, 2 
 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let 
us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us 
run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the 
founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before 
him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right 
hand of the throne of God. 
 

English Standard Version. © 2001 by Crossway Bibles. Used by permission. 
 
Hymn of Praise: For All the Saints 

 
For all the saints, who from their labors rest, 
Who Thee by faith before the world confessed, 
Thy Name, O Jesus, be forever blessed. 
Alleluia, Allelu! 
 
Thou wast their Rock, their Fortress and their Might; 
Thou, Lord, their Captain in the well fought fight; 
Thou, in the darkness drear, their one true Light. 
Alleluia, Allelu! 
 
The golden evening brightens in the west; 
Soon, soon to faithful warriors comes their rest; 
Sweet is the calm of paradise the blessed. 
Alleluia, Allelu! 
 
But lo! there breaks a yet more glorious day; 
The saints triumphant rise in bright array; 
The King of glory passes on His way. 
Alleluia, Allelu! 
 
From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast, 
Through gates of pearl streams in the countless host, 
Singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: 
Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 
From Psalm 100 
Words: Attributed to William Kethe, c. 1530-1594 
Music: © 1997 Christopher Miner Music. CCLI #2783020 
 
Offertory Hymn of Willingness: O God, My Joy 
 

O God, my joy, You reign above 
In radiant splendor and beauty. 
Your Word has drawn my heart to love 

The awesome sight of Your glory. 
Your blazing light and gospel grace 
Shine brightly from my Savior’s face. 
No other wonder would I see 
Than Christ enthroned in His glory! 
 
Sustained by joy in trial and pain, 
I trust Your wisdom and mercy. 
Through suff'ring that Your love ordains, 
More like Your Son You will make me. 
For Christ embraced the cross of shame, 
Beholding glorious joys to come. 
O give me faith like His to see 
That suff’ring lifts me to glory! 

 
Compelled by joy, I fight the sin 
That turns my gaze from Your glory. 
Your Holy Spirit dwells within; 
His presence arms me for vict’ry. 
Let death and hell against me rise; 
Through death I'll gain eternal joys. 
All pow'rs of hell will bend the knee 
Before my great King of glory! 
 

Words by Paul Keew & Brian Pinner 
© 2008 Watchsong Music (www.watchsong.com).  
All rights reserved. CCLI #2783020 
 
Confession of Faith: Heidelberg Catechism  
 

Question 27: What do you understand by the providence of God? 
 

Answer: The almighty and ever present power of God by which God 
upholds, as with his hand, heaven and earth and all creatures, and so 
rules them that leaf and blade, rain and drought, fruitful and lean years, 
food and drink, health and sickness, prosperity and poverty—all things, 
in fact, come to us not by chance but by his fatherly hand. 

 

Question 28: How does the knowledge of God’s creation and providence help 
us? 
 

Answer: We can be patient when things go against us, thankful when 
things go well, and for the future we can have good confidence in our 
faithful God and Father that nothing in creation will separate us from his 
love. For all creatures are so completely in God's hand that without his 
will they can neither move nor be moved. 

 
Prayer of Blessing 
 

Responsive Reading: Hosea 13:9-11 
 

He destroys you, O Israel, for you are against me, against your helper. 
Where now is your king, to save you in all your cities? Where are all 
your rulers—those of whom you said,  
 

“Give me a king and princes”?  
 

I gave you a king in my anger, and I took him away in my wrath. 
 
English Standard Version.  
© 2001 by Crossway Bibles.  
Used by permission. 

 
Hymn of Love: The Love of Christ Is Rich and Free* 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Children under first grade may leave during this song.  

 
Ministry of the Word 
 
Prayer of Corporate Confession 
 
Silence for Personal Confession 
 
 



 
Assurance of Pardon: The Lord’s Supper 
 
Presentation of the Bread: How Sweet and Awful Is the Place 
 

How sweet and awful is the place 
With Christ within the doors, 
While everlasting love displays 
The choicest of her stores! 
 
“Why was I made to hear Thy voice, 
And enter while there’s room, 
When thousands make a wretched choice, 
And rather starve than come?” 
 
’Twas the same love that spread the feast 
That sweetly drew us in; 
Else we had still refused to taste, 
And perished in our sin. 
 
Pity the nations, O our God,  
Constrain the earth to come;  
Send Thy victorious Word abroad,  
And bring the strangers home.  
 
We long to see Thy churches full, 
That all the chosen race 
May with one voice, and heart, and soul, 
Sing Thy redeeming grace. 

 
Isaac Watts, 1674-1748 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Bread 
 
Presentation of the Cup: Behold the Lamb 

 
Behold the Lamb who bears our sins away,  
Slain for us, and we remember  
The promise made that all who come in faith 
Find forgiveness at the cross.  
So we share in this bread of life,  
And we drink of His sacrifice  
As a sign of our bonds of peace  
Around the table of the King.  
 
 
 
 

The body of our Saviour Jesus Christ,  
Torn for you, eat and remember  
The wounds that heal, the death that brings us life  
Paid the price to make us one.  
So we share in this bread of life,  
And we drink of His sacrifice  
As a sign of our bonds of love  
Around the table of the King.  
 
The blood that cleanses every stain of sin,  
Shed for you, drink and remember  
He drained death's cup that all may enter in  
To receive the life of God.  
So we share in this bread of life,  
And we drink of His sacrifice  
As a sign of our bonds of grace  
Around the table of the King.  
 
And so with thankfulness and faith we rise  
To respond, and to remember  
Our call to follow in the steps of Christ  
As His body here on earth.  
As we share in His suffering  
We proclaim Christ will come again! 
And we’ll join in the feast of heav’n  
Around the table of the King. 

 
Words and Music by Keith and Kristyn Getty  
& Stuart Townend 
CCLI #2783020 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Cup 
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Scholarly studies of Saul, the first king of Israel, have depicted him 

as (among other things) villain, tragic figure, flawed ruler, naive 

farm-boy, degenerate madman, fate-driven pawn, reluctant king—

the list goes on and on. Such characterizations are at least partially 

true; Saul was surely one of the most complex persons described in 

Scripture. 

 

Ronald F. Youngblood 
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